
ter 14, continue on with chapter 2. Chapters 2 through 13 will contain applications and
texts for both American and British English. Throughout all the chapters, American texts
are treated in American Standard and the British texts are treated in Received Pronuncia-
tion and Mid-Atlantic pronunciation.

If you are a North American English speaker, just continue on in chapter 1 to learn the
IPA as it applies to American English speech sounds. Chapters 2-13 will contain applica-
tions and texts for both American and British English. The American texts are treated in
American Standard pronunciation and the British texts are treated in Received Pronunci-
ation and Mid-Atlantic pronunciation.

An Exercise Guide with phonetic transcriptions and applications for all the exercises
and drills can be found on the companion website.

IT'S DECISION TIME!!
FOR

IPA for American English IPA for British English
Continue below Go to page 208

On to the IPA .. . !!

The International Phonetic Alphabet for
American English

Consonants

The following symbols are identical to the letters of our English (Roman) alphabet:

[b], [d], [f], [g], [h], [k], [1], [m], [n], [p], [s], [t], [v], [w], [z]

The symbols below are new symbols added because no corresponding symbols exist
in the Roman alphabet:

Symbol Key Words
[rj] (ng) in sing, think
[6] (th) in thin, thirst
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12 SINGING AND COMMUNICATING IN ENGLISH

Symbol Key Words
(th) in thine, this
(hw) in whisper, when

in y_ou, y_es
(sh) in she, sure
(ch) in choose, church

in vision, 'azure*
in George, joy
in red, remember, every (the burred r)

Vowels

Key Words
in father, hot
in wed, many, bury
in hit, been, busy
in me, chief, feat, receive
in pretty_, lovely_
in cat, marry, ask, charity
in too, wound, blue, juice
in view, beautiful, usual, tune
in book, bosom, cushion, full
in obey, desolate, melody (unstressed syllables only)
in awful, call, daughter, sought
in learn, burn, rehearse, journey (stressed syllables only)
in father, doctor, vulgar, elixir (unstressed syllables only)
in hum, blood, trouble, judge (stressed syllables)
in sofa, heaven, nation, joyous (unstressed syllables)

* See alternate pronunciation and stress pattern in RP.
** The use of rolled [R] and flipped R's [r] is found in the British RP and Mid-Atlantic dialects. They
should not be used in American Standard pronunciation.
t [3-] and [a--] are the r-colored vowels characteristic of American Standard pronunciation, AS.

Symbol
(ah)
(eh)
(ih)
(ee)
(ee)

(oo)

(oh)
(aw)
(er)
(er)
(uh)
(uh)
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Triphthongs

Symbol Key Words
in fire, choir, admire
in our, flower, tower

Listed below are some frequently used words that are transcribed into the International
Phonetic Alphabet; American Standard pronunciations are listed.

Now give these exercises a try. (Note that the phonetic characters in exercises and text
throughout the book are in different fonts and some appear slightly different from each
other in the two fonts.)

Diphthongs

Symbol Key Words
in night, buy, sky_
in day, break, reign
in boy, voice, toil
in no, slow, reproach
in now, about, doubt
in air, care, there
in ear, dear, here, tier
in pour, four, soar, o'er
in sure, tour, poor
in are, heart, garden

sing
word
walk
jaw
church
this
bear
dawn
new

song
would
war
judge
choose
thou
beard
double
nuisance

singer
wonder
whisper
joyous
children
thine
burden
darkness
numerous


